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1. What work were you involved with at Guterl Specialty Steel? 
I worked for a scrap metal company that was involved with Guterl between the years of 
1953-1959.  We had one of the first portable cranes in WNY. 
 
2. What did you do when you were there? 
There’s a parcel of property north of the buildings that used to be a landfill.  We took 
scrap metal from there to make driveways on Campbell Blvd.  Mostly we took metal 
scrap from the property.  Since we had the portable crane, we were also asked to unload 
the railroad cars.   
 
3. Can you tell us about the demolition work you did there? 
When they changed the boilers from coal to gas, we were there to disassemble them.  
There was an area with chemical vats that was to the north and west of the buildings 
existing at the time.  We took those down. We also demolished some buildings, such as 
the pickle house, which was located around 20-30 feet from the railroad tracks.  The 
material from the pickle house was brought to my company’s scrap metal yard on 
Campbell Blvd. 
 
4. Can you tell us more about the landfill?  When you went to get scrap from there, was 

it above ground, or did you have to dig into the earth to get the metal? 
No, it was all above ground; nothing like how it is today.  It looked like someone just 
unloaded their pickup trucks into the area.  There was metal and wood debris.  The cranes 
with the magnets picked up some of the metal, but what the crane wouldn’t pick up, we 
went in and picked it up by hand. 
 
5. Is there anything else you’d like to tell us? 
Back in the 1960’s and 1970’s, the owners of Simonds bought some property out in 
Akron, NY.  It had to do with specialty metals.  I don’t know what kind of metal it was, 
but I know that we had to be very careful with it.  If it dropped, it would spark and catch 
fire. 
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